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MEMBERSHIP: 41 Transmitted to date for 59+%. 2010 Dues are now due.
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In Memoriam:  This issue of the Observer is dedicated to the Memory of 
Reverand William J Sullivan; Grand Aumonier (South) Grand Voiture du 
California Bill was fatally injured in an automobile accident Friday, 
September 18, 2009.  
Bill, along with his wife Katrin, was an ordained minister of their church in 
Los Angeles. Bill and Katrin preformed a memorable wedding ceremony 
for James and Cheryl Palsrok the night Jim was installed as Grand Chef de 
Gare. 
Bill Sullivan was the Grand Aumonier for several Grand Chefs of 
California. He retired a few years ago but came back for me when I was 
Grand Chef to be Grand Aumonier; he stayed on, always devoted to his 
God, to Katrin and their family, to the American Legion and La Sociéte.   
I will miss you “Brother”, you were an inspiration to us all. 
So Mote It Be. 
Carl  E Asher, Jr 
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Chef de Gare 
Freddie Sisario 

 
Chef de Train 
Howard Darter 

 
Correspondant 

Carl Asher 
Grand Chef Passé 

 
Comm. Intendant 
Ivan “Ernie” Pyle 

 
Conducteur/ Chef de Cuisine 

Brock Thompson 
 

Guard de la Porte 
Jim Cooper  

 
Drapeau 

Mark Stephenson 

Commis Voyageur 
Howard Haworth 

 
Avocat 

Rene Cortez 
 

Lampiste 
Bernard Homberg 

 
Aumonier 

Louis Miller 
 
 

Cheminot 
Joe Donovan 

Tom Rauscher 
Larry Lynch 
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“T HE HONOR SOCIETY OF AMERICAN VETERANS” �
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 Past Grand Chef de Gare du California 

 

 
         Photo by Peter Duncan 
 
Promenade Nationale-Joe Donovan, Grand Correspondant du California: 

 
HARDWORKING CALIFORNIA LEGIONNAIRES/40&8ERs 

NATIONAL PROMENADE, Rochester NY 
 
19 Distinguished 40 & 8er’s from throughout California travelled to Rochester for the Annual 
Promenade Nationale.  Unfortunately, our Grand Chef de Gare William J Reed couldn’t attend due to 
illness following the National Legion Convention.   Our pin sales nationally enabled us to commit 
$26,496 to the Audry Child Welfare Trust; sponsor 23 States with Nurses Training Scholarship 
Programs in the amount of $17,430 (CA # 1 for large Grande due the efforts of our Directeur Freddie 
Sisario),  $10,000 to the National POW Scholarship Fund (CA # 1 for large Grande due to the efforts of 
our Directeur Stanley Fimowicz), Carville Star in support of Hansens Disease (CA # 1 large Grande due 
to the efforts of our Directeur Gordie Foley and San Thomas Voiture 365 the #1 Locale), and Box Car 
gave $32,700 to our various programs.  Membership, our National Sous Membership Directeur Region 8 
Bernie Foley was #1 in Nationale.  Alameda Voiture 257 was #1 for Wrecks (initiations of new 
members).  Special Awards spent $59,000 in support of their Law Officer, Hero, City, and Voyageur of 
the year programs.  A new password was approved.  Contact your Chef de Gare or District Cheminot for 
the new one.  Congratulations to our National Officers/ Directeurs:  Bernie Foley – elected Sous Chef de 
Chemin de Fer (National Vice Commander), Wayne Schwartz was appointed Sous Avocat, and Sous 
Directeurs appointed were Box Car Dennis Matarrese, Public Relations Peter Duncan, Special Awards - 
City/Town, Carl Asher, and Bob Mattson Youth Sports. 
Photo: L-R Back row:Chef de Gare Court Bradbury,Commis Voyageur Joe Handy, Box Car Dennis 
Matarrese, Burt Burtrand, Joe Paynter, Paul Terry, Joe Donovan Grand Correspondant, Bob Mattson 
Grand Avocat, Ron Galvin, Grand Chef de Train, Bernie Foley Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer, Carl Asher 
Sous Special Awards, Ray Goss, Sous Commis Voyageur, Sonny Quinn Sous Correspondant, Joe 
Escotta, delegate. Fellow in back row ® in black is Nationale Membership Pat Beamer standing in for 
Wayne Schwartz who was working membership. 
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Birthdays 

 

October 

04 Dennis McGrory 

09 Gilbert Renteria 

10 Mark Stephenson 

13 Arturo Ramirez 

15 Harly Hartman 

16 George Megeath 

28 Roger Crossland 

30 Art Beaudry 

 

Larry Lynch provides the following 
philosophy: 

Everything I need to know about 
life, I learned from Noah's Ark.   

One: Don't miss the boat.   
Two: Remember that we are all in 
the same boat. 
Three: Plan ahead. It wasn't 
raining when Noah built the Ark.   
Four: Stay fit. When you're 600 
years old, someone may ask you 
to do something really big.  
Five: Don't listen to critics; just get 
on with the job that needs to be 
done.  
Six: Build your future on high 
ground.   
Seven: For safety sake, travel in 
pairs.   
Eight: Speed isn't always an 
advantage. The snails were on 
board with the cheetahs.   
Nine: When you're stressed, float 
a while.   
Ten: Remember, the Ark was built 
by amateurs; the Titanic by 
professionals.   
Eleven: No matter the storm, when 
you are with God, there's always a 
rainbow waiting. 

Palomar Voyageurs in action: Voyageur Chris Yates (Post 
365/Voiture 1406) spends his spare time attending to “Fallen 
Heroes”. He and his associates collected the necessary funds to 
provide banners in honor of our Fallen Heros.  He and his group 
raised enough to have the banner replicated and presented a banner 
to family members at the “Remember Our Heroes” event at 
Fairmont Park in Riverside, CA on September 6. There are 18 (3 
foot by 9 foot) banners proudly displayed on Market Street in 
Riverside through September 30. 
 
Thanks Chris for your dedication to our Heroes and their families. Carl. 
 
Americanism: Above is just a sample of the community service 
many of you provide to various causes and organizations. Your 
service need not be to a ‘major’ organization; just your 
participation while engaged in community efforts are reportable no 
matter what organization. 
Hours, Miles and expenses are all reportable. Like Chris, you are 
working the programs.  You are shy and do not consider your 
value to the community and La Societe, especially Palomar 
Voiture.  It is OK to be reserve in our talk about what we do, but 
we can report our efforts with out bravado, don’t you think? 
If you have access to the Internet, go to our home page:  
www.palomarvoiture1406.com and find the Voyageur Acivity 
button on the left hand screen, click on that, and the next page will 
provide a link to the Activity Report in pdf. Click on the link, and, 
viola, there are the blank forms. The first two are the Daily activity 
forms on 8½ X 14 paper, the third form is the Monthly Summary 
on 8½ X 11. The Monthly Summary is the one I use for our 
consolidated report for all programs.  If you can’t get to a library, 
don’t have a home computer, please give me a call at home and I 
will send you a copy of the blank reports. Make copies of them and 
use them to report your activities. Bring your Monthly Report to 
our Promenade, the 4th Sunday at 11 AM at the VMBC/Post 149 in 
Escondido, or mail them to me @ Palomar Voiture 1406, 276 N El 
Camino Real #19, Oceanside, CA 92058-1728. I will be most 
grateful and you will feel better for doing so. 
As I have offered many times, if you are not sure your activity is 
reportable, and chances are excellent they are, report them anyway, 
I will sort them out. If they do not fit into our program criteria, I 
will let you know.  Track your activity for one month, October is a 
good month to start, track it daily then transfer your activity to the 
Monthly Report. You will most likely be astonished at the good 
and kind effort you have given to your community, state and 
nation, as well as your post and Voiture. Then get the report to me. 
Try it, you will like yourself a whole lot better. 
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Child Welfare  Nurses Training Scholarships  Americanism 
 
 
 

La Sociéte des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux 

“The Forty and Eight” 

The Honor Society of Veterans 

 
 POW/MIA  Carville Star     Youth Sports         Box Car Association 
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 Palomar Voiture 1406 
276 N El Camino Real #19 
Oceanside, CA 92058-1728 
www.palomarvoiture1406.com 
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VAVS: Mark Stephenson provides the following quote: 
 
If ye love wealth better than liberty, the tranquil ity of servitude than the animated contest of freed om — go 
home from us in peace. We ask not your counsels or arms. Crouch down and lick the hands which feed you . 
May your chains sit lightly upon you, and may poste rity forget that you were our countrymen!             
                                       Samuel Adams �
  
Mark attended the 91st National Convention of the American Legion. He provided a plethora of information, space 
being a critical component in the Observer I am unable to give the detail he gave. Mark reports a worthwhile 
investment in attending. While there, he met with outgoing Nat’l  Cdr. Rhebein and discussed the VAVS program 
and VA healthcare. Mark reports he also attended the presentation on Disaster Preparedness and an address by Ed 
Landis of California who spoke on the subject and our need to support the Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) in our communities. (Mark is heavily involved in the CERT effort in San Diego County). 
 
Thanks Mark for the good report. Another Voyageur in Action.  Carl 

First Class Mail 

 
 


